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Anyone wanting to print out the hard copy version of Hawk Talk should contact Bob Gardner.  That version would then be sent to you as an attachment to an E-mail.  The hard copy version has a graphical letterhead, does not have the “TECH TIPS” section, but is otherwise identical to this version.  Be aware that due to the graphics in the hard copy version, the attachment will be around 2.5M in size.  That will be a lengthy download unless you have a high speed Internet connection.  

It’s spring!  Time to get out into the sun and the milder weather.  So why not join your fellow Federationists at our next monthly Blackhawk Chapter meeting on Saturday, April 9, 2005.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  Our program will feature a talk by chapter member, Mary Brown.  Mary, a scholarship winner at our last state convention, will tell us her story , and discuss her experiences at the NFB Washington Seminar in February.  

Need a ride to our chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please let us know your need by Thursday night before the meeting so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for 2005, bring $2 to a chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
Our March chapter meeting featured a demonstration of an audio-described movie.  We watched the first 15 minutes of “The Sound of Music,” obtained from our local Talking Books library in Quincy.  We discussed how members can request audio-described movies free of charge from the library.  We also talked about the new TV series, “Blind Justice,” shown weekly on WQAD-TV.  

THIS COMING MONTH 
The Blind Faith Support Group in Kewanee will meet at noon on Monday, April 11, at the Senior Citizens Center in Kewanee.  Those needing further information should contact Eldon Kaiser, (309) 856-6648.  

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
April 30:  “Won Ton of Fun” Chinese dinner fund raiser for the state affiliate, Chicago.  This should be a great event with wonderful food, music and dancing, and an opportunity to mingle with many of our Chicago chapter members.  

July 2-8:  NFB national convention, Louisville, Kentucky.  They say this convention “will change your life.”  Think hard about attending.  

July 16:  Blackhawk Chapter swim party at the Montgomerys, Moline.

PEOPLE REPORT
Jana Hergert will receive a Student Achievement of Excellence award.  She was nominated for the award by her counselor at Black Hawk College.  The award will be presented to Jana at a ceremony at the Arsenal Country Club on April 30.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate May birthdays:
 
 14th,	Joyce Mitchell
 19th,	Aubry Bradford
23rd, Maida Navratil
27th, Jana Hergert
 
ABOUT YOUR NFB 
If you haven’t noticed, change is happening all around us.  Although there may be a natural tendency to resist change, we have to learn to live with constant change here in the 21st century.  One of the drivers for this constant change is technology, particularly changes in computer and information technology.  
Some of us are old enough to remember talking books on records.  That technology was replaced by talking books on audio tape cassettes.  We are now on the verge of another technological change in talking books:  the digital, electronic talking book.  
The following is edited from an article sent to me by chapter member, Carl Goldermann.  This article describes the new generation of talking books we will soon be seeing, and the involvement of the NFB in its development.  

“HumanWare (a private company in Canada) has been contracted by the Federal Technology Service of the General Services Administration, on behalf of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) as a member of a consortium led by Battelle and involving the National Federation of the Blind and the Trace Center to design and develop their next generation of digital talking book players.
The new flash-based player will be lightweight, portable, and durable enough to survive years of heavy use; it will be built and freely distributed to over 700,000 individuals in the US who benefit from having access to the latest books and magazines in an accessible format.  
Digital Talking Books revolutionize the reading experience for people who have reading disabilities in providing advanced features such as ease of navigation, better audio quality and the possibility to enter bookmarks.  Additionally, a complete book will fit on a single flash memory card.
‘We are excited to have brought this exceptional group of companies on board.  We have great confidence in their capabilities and we know that the product they design will be a success for our patrons,’ says Frank Kurt Cylke, NLS director.
Gilles Pepin, President of HumanWare Canada, is proud that HumanWare is being recognized as the leader of the Digital Talking Book industry.  ‘We are excited to participate in the first redesign of the NLS audio book player in the last 30 years and to contribute HumanWare's and our partner's experience toward the launch of a revolutionary player to serve the visually impaired and print-disabled community,’ he said.
‘This project will enable the blind to actively participate in the development of the next generation audio book player,’ said Dr. Marc Maurer, President of the National Federation of the Blind.  ‘Our community has an opportunity to contribute directly to this important project.’  
The NLS is in the midst of a full-scale transition from analog audio cassettes to digital talking books, a project that will involve creating 20,000 digital talking books (10,000 converted from cassette and 10,000 recorded digitally) and developing a digital playback device to replace the four-track tape player that has been in service for nearly three decades.  The NLS has approximately 730,000 audio cassette players in use worldwide today and maintains an inventory of more than 23 million cassettes containing audio books and magazines that it circulates free of charge to blind and physically handicapped readers.”  

FROM THE PRESIDENT
The Blackhawk Chapter is always looking for volunteers to help with activities, fund raising, communications, and transportation.  If you are interested in helping, call me, Bob Gardner, at 755-8085.  

Do you, or someone you know, need a long white cane?  The Blackhawk Chapter has a “Cane Bank” containing a variety of sizes and styles of canes.  These are available, free of charge, to those committed to using a white cane.  Contact Bob Gardner or Lois Montgomery if you are interested.  

The Blackhawk Chapter will consider giving partial financial assistance to those desiring to attend the NFB national convention in Louisville.  Applications need to be submitted to Bob Gardner by April 30, 2005.  

TECH TIPS
Here’s a few extra tidbits for you computer people.  These are for JAWS users.  If you want the same tips for Window-Eyes, contact me at rgardner@revealed.net.  

Changing reading speed on a temporary basis:  
Let’s suppose you’ve just read a document or an E-mail, and you would like to read it again at a slower speed.  You could go into your JAWS menus and change the reading speed.  But that’s a permanent change, and once you’ve done your reading, you would have to go back into the menus and change the reading speed back to your normal rate.  Here’s a quicker way to temporarily change your reading rate.  
To temporarily increase the speed, hit ALT-CONTROL-PAGE DOWN.  Similarly, to decrease the reading speed, hit ALT-CONTROL-PAGE UP.  
To return to your normal reading rate, hit INSERT-RETURN.  
Let’s say you’re reading a long document, that you’ve done that by hitting the “say all” keys, INSERT-NUM PAD DOWN ARROW.  You now wish you were reading at a faster rate.  While still reading, you can do that by hitting PAGE DOWN.  Similarly, to slow down the rate while still reading, hit PAGE UP.  
Again, to return to your normal reading rate, hit INSERT-RETURN.  You can do that while still reading.  

