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*     *     *

Holiday greetings, everyone.  By now, you should be full of turkey and be contemplating all that Christmas shopping ahead of you.  But wait, there’s a wonderful break from all that hustle and bustle.  Plan to join your fellow Federationists on the evening of Saturday, December 10 at our annual Blackhawk Chapter Christmas party.  Remember this takes the place of our regular afternoon chapter meeting in December.  

The party will again be at Christ United Methodist Church located at 3801-7th Street, East Moline.  The dinner will be prepared by the Wesleyan Group of the church and served at 6 PM.  We expect the festivities to not go beyond 9 PM.  

Besides a great dinner, the evening will include tons of door prizes, the drawing for a hand-crocheted afghan donated by Kathy Kelley, and a silent auction of homemade and baked goodies.  We will have a  special program featuring Christmas music by Todd Johnson of the Todd Johnson Ministries.  

Hopefully, by now you’ve given your $5 per person to Kathy Kelley for your reservations.  The absolute cutoff date for reservations is December 5th.  That’s the date we need to confirm the number of people attending the party to the church.  No additional reservations or refunds are possible after that date.  If necessary, call Kathy at 797-5957.  

Donations of homemade and baked items for the silent auction would be greatly appreciated.  Also, we can always use donations of items for door prizes.  Contact either Nancy Gardner or Kathy Kelley.  

Look forward to an evening of fun, great food, great music, and fellowship.  See you there!

Need a ride to our Christmas party?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please call us by the Thursday before the party so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
November 4-6:  NFB of Illinois state convention.  The convention was held this year at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in Rock Island, and was chaired by Lois Montgomery, state president.  The convention was informative, educational, fun, and a great success.  17 members of the Blackhawk Chapter attended.  On the final day of the convention, Blackhawk Chapter president, Bob Gardner, was elected to the state board.  

November 12:  We had a great turnout of 27 people at our November chapter meeting.  Our program featured a demonstration of accessibility products manufactured by Envision America, Inc.  Company representative, Anna McClure, demonstrated a hand-held scanner that read the bar codes on products.  Using a large, built-in data base, the scanner then identified the product and gave such information as its size and preparation instructions.  Ms. McClure also demonstrated a device that reads and speaks label information on a prescription bottle.  

November 18-19:  Younkers Community Days fund raiser.  We had 6 people participate.  Many thanks to Dave and Cheri Jirele, Nancy Gardner, Russ Montgomery, Linda Ridnour, and Jay Miller.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate January birthdays.  
 7th:  Paul Sands 	 12th:  Alfonso Ayew-ew
11th:  Lori Brown 	 20th:  Joyce Hergert

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 14, 2006:  Our regular monthly meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center.  The Center is located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  

Our program will feature a demonstration by OPTRON Assistive Technologies, a company who provides high quality CCTVs for people with low vision.  OPTRON is the manufacturer of the PCT, a very versatile, unobtrusive CCTV.  The PCT is portable, and can be used to see the surroundings.  The PCT is an excellent machine not only for reading, but also for crafting, writing and other hands-on activities. 

TECH TIPS
Here’s a few extra tidbits for you computer people.  These are meant for us average guys, not the advanced power users.  The tips are for JAWS, but if you want the same thing for Window-Eyes, contact me at rngard1061@mchsi.com.  

Microsoft Office Sounds
You can download a free software package from Microsoft that will make your computer produce certain sounds when certain actions are done in Office applications.  If you’ve hit some keys to produce some action and you can’t see the screen, those sounds can sometimes provide information that something truly has happened.  For example, I find those sounds helpful in MS Word when a file is opened (a sound is heard), or when saving (a different sound is heard).  To download the sounds file:  
Go to www.microsoft.com.  
Go down to the “downloads” link and hit ENTER.  
Go down to the line “search for a download:”.  
Put in “office sounds” in the edit box and click on “go.” 
 
In the search results, you will get a link for the “Sounds.exe” file.  You need to download that to your hard drive, then install it on your computer.  However, you’re still not done once the Sounds file is installed.  To actually turn on the Office Sounds, do the following:  
Open up Word.  
On the menu bar, go to “tools,” then to “options,” then to the “general” tab.  
Hit the TAB key till you get to the check box, “provide feedback with sound.”  Hit the SPACE BAR to check this.  
Tab to “okay” and hit ENTER.   

If you ever decide you don’t like the Office Sounds, you can always go back and uncheck the “provide feedback with sound” check box.  Or, if you like, you can totally remove the program by going to “add/remove programs” on your control panel.  
 

