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March 1, 2005

Contact Info:  Robert Gardner, president
 (309) 755-8085
rgardner@revealed.net

Got the winter blues?  Why not get out of your house or apartment and join your fellow Federationists at our next monthly Blackhawk Chapter meeting on Saturday, March 12, 2005.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  Our program will be a discussion on audio-described movies and TV shows available free of charge from our state Talking Book Center.  We will watch a short excerpt from an actual and very popular movie.  You have to come to the meeting to find out what the movie is.  Learn about this interesting way to widen your recreational horizons while also enjoying the chapter fellowship, door prizes, and goodies after the meeting.  

Need a ride to our chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please let us know your need by Thursday night before the meeting so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for 2005, bring $2 to a chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
We had a good chapter meeting in February with 24 people attending.  Lois Montgomery gave a fun and interesting demonstration of beginning Braille to both the blind and sighted attendees.  

Chapter members Mary Brown and Lois Montgomery attended the NFB Washington Seminar.  They discussed legislation important to the NFB with our Illinois congressmen.  Lois said the breakfast meeting with our state senators was the highpoint of the seminar for her.  

Bob and Nancy Gardner spent two wonderful weeks in Hawaii.  Besides enjoying the sun, luaus, and great food, they met with chapter member, Joe Boccarossa, who is spending the winter in Honolulu.  Joe is very active, does all his own cooking, and has joined a square dancing club there in Honolulu.  He sends his hello.  

We had a successful fund raiser at the Younkers Community Days on February 26.  Thanks to Lois Montgomery for organizing our participation, and to Kathy Kelley, Jana Hergert, Linda Ridnour, and Amanda Ridnour for working at the event.  

THIS COMING MONTH 
The Blind Faith Support Group in Kewanee will meet at noon on Monday, March 14, at the Senior Citizens Center in Kewanee.  Those needing further information should contact Eldon Kaiser, (309) 856-6648.  

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
April 2:  NFBI state board meeting, Chicago.  

April 30:  “Won Ton of Fun” Chinese dinner fund raiser for the state affiliate, Chicago.  This should be a great event with wonderful food, music and dancing, and an opportunity to mingle with many of our Chicago chapter members.  Contact Bob Gardner for more details if you are interested in attending.  

July 2-8:  NFB national convention, Louisville, Kentucky.  They say this convention “will change your life.”  Think hard about attending.  

July 16:  Blackhawk Chapter swim party at the Montgomerys, Moline.

PEOPLE REPORT
Loretta Beckwith spent time in early February in the hospital with a blood infection.  She is now home.  

Carl Richardson went to the hospital with pneumonia in early February, then went to Rosewood Care Center in East Moline to recuperate.  

Bernice Palash, a long-time member of the Blackhawk Chapter, passed away on February 6.  Our condolences go out to her husband, Harold.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate April birthdays:
 1st,	George Sowers
 5th,	Jean Kaskadden
10th, Catherine Barnum
23rd, Yevonne Sands

ABOUT YOUR NFB 
“The Courtesy Rules of Blindness,” given below, were taken from the NFB national website, www.nfb.org.  These are advertised as “. . . simple, straightforward pointers which encourage sighted persons to feel comfortable and at ease with blind persons . . . .”  Actually, these “rules” would seem to help the blind to feel more comfortable if, in a perfect world, the sighted community would follow them.  

1.  I'm an ordinary person, just blind.  You don't need to raise your voice or address me as if I were a child.  Don't ask my spouse if I want cream in my coffee.  Ask me.
2.  If I am walking with you, don't grab my arm.  Let me take yours.  I'll keep a half-step behind to anticipate curbs and steps.
3.  I want to know who's in the room with me.  Speak when you enter.  Introduce me to the others.  Include children, and tell me if there's a cat or a dog.  Guide my hand to a chair.
4.  The door to a room, a cabinet, or a car, left partially open is a hazard to me.
5.  At dinner, I will not have trouble with ordinary table skills.
6.  Don't avoid words like "see."  I use them too.  “I'm always glad to see you.”
7.  I don't want pity.  But don't talk about the "wonderful compensations" of blindness.  My sense of smell, touch, or hearing did not improve when I became blind.  I rely on them more, and therefore may get more information through those senses than you do.  That's all.
8.  If I'm your houseguest, show me the bathroom, the closet, the dresser, the window -- and the light switch too.  I like to know whether the lights are on.
9.  I'll discuss blindness with you if you're curious, but it's an old story to me.  I have as many other interests as you do.
10. Don't think of me as just a blind person.  I'm a person who happens to be blind.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
The Blackhawk Chapter is always looking for volunteers to help with activities, fund raising, communications, and transportation.  If you are interested in helping, call me, Bob Gardner, at 755-8085.  

Do you, or someone you know, need a long white cane?  The Blackhawk Chapter has a “Cane Bank” containing a variety of sizes and styles of canes.  These are available, free of charge, to those committed to using a white cane.  Contact Bob Gardner or Lois Montgomery if you are interested.  

The Blackhawk Chapter will consider giving partial financial assistance to those desiring to attend the NFB national convention in Louisville.  Applications need to be submitted to Bob Gardner by April 30, 2005.  

TECH TIPS
Here’s a few extra tidbits for you computer people.  These are for JAWS users.  If you want the same tips for Window-Eyes, contact me at rgardner@revealed.net.  

Links in Internet Explorer
Probably most of you know how to navigate through a website using JAWS, but just in case, here are a few pointers.  
Going up or down the page by link:  hit TAB to go down, SHIFT-TAB to go up.  
Visited links:  if you have opened a link previously, JAWS will say “visited link” when you return to it.  Hit V to go down the page by visited link, or SHIFT-V to go up the page by visited link.  Note:  the amount of time JAWS will attach the term “visited” to a link is determined by your “history” settings in Internet Explorer.  Unless you have changed the setting, the default is 30 days.  Therefore, if you have not visited a link in the last 30 days, the term “visited” will not be there the next time you see the link.  
List of links:  hit INSERT-F7 to get a list of all links on a website.  This is extra handy since you can hit a key for the first letter in a link name, and you will go to it.  That is, this link list acts like any other Windows list.  
Going to an edit box:  looking for that edit box, like the oedit box for searching on Google or some other search engine?  Or maybe you are looking for an edit box to put in your name and password on some website.  Just hit F, and JAWS will take you directly there.  

