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Anyone wanting to print out the hard copy version of Hawk Talk should contact Bob Gardner.  That version would then be sent to you as an attachment to an E-mail.  The hard copy version has a graphical letterhead, does not have the “TECH TIPS” section, but is otherwise identical to this version.  Be aware that due to the graphics in the hard copy version, the attachment will be around 2.5M in size.  That will be a lengthy download unless you have a high speed Internet connection.  

Believe it or not, another month has slipped by, and it’s time again for our Blackhawk Chapter meeting.  Join your fellow Federationists at our monthly meeting on Saturday, May 14, 2005.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  

Our program will be a group discussion of the “Ten Courtesy Rules of Blindness” featured in the March issue of Hawk Talk.  These are really suggestions on how we wish the sighted community would act toward us in the blind community.  I see this as a fun way for us blind people to gripe about what irks us in certain situations.  Perhaps we can also learn from each other on how we handle certain situations.  Come, join in the talk, and get it off your chest!  

Need a ride to our chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please let us know your need by Thursday night before the meeting so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for 2005, bring $2 to a chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
Carl Richardson, a long-time member of the Blackhawk Chapter, passed away on April 3.  Our condolences go out to his widow, Jean, and the rest of the Richardson family.  

Our April chapter meeting featured a talk by chapter member, Lori Brown.  Lori told us of her recent discovery of the NFB, her joining the organization, her winning the top state scholarship at our last state convention, and her recent participation in the NFB Washington Seminar.  We all could feel Lori’s enthusiasm for the principles and ideals of the NFB.  

Jana Hergert received a Student Achievement of Excellence award at a ceremony at the Arsenal Country Club on April 30.  

The Gardners and the Montgomerys attended the “Won Ton of Fun” Chinese dinner fund raiser for the NFB of Illinois.  This event was held in Chicago on April 30.  

THIS COMING MONTH 
The Blind Faith Support Group in Kewanee will meet at noon on Monday, May 9, at the Senior Citizens Center in Kewanee.  Those needing further information should contact Eldon Kaiser, (309) 856-6648.  

Plans are underway for several chapter members to attend a rally in Washington D.C. on May 26.  The rally, promoted by the NFB, will be to voice our opposition to proposed reductions in federal funding for rehabilitation services.  The reduction of such federal funding will affect rehabilitation services in all states, including Illinois.  

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
June 11:  our chapter meeting on June 11 will certainly be special.  Kate Mayer from our Chicago NFBI chapter will give a seminar on the use of the long white cane.  If you are sighted or unsighted and would like to learn about the use of a white cane, here will be your opportunity to learn the basics.  You will be able to even give it a shot with actual canes.  

July 2-8:  NFB national convention, Louisville, Kentucky.  They say this convention “will change your life.”  Think hard about attending.  

July 16:  Blackhawk Chapter swim party at the Montgomerys, Moline, starting at 3 PM.  Tickets for this event are $5 a person, and entitle you to have a great afternoon of fun and fellowship.  Besides swimming in the beautiful pool of the Montgomerys, the day will end with pizza and soda.  This event will be held instead of our regular July chapter meeting.  Note, however, that this date is the 3rd Saturday of the month, not the 2nd.  Those desiring tickets should contact Lois Montgomery at a chapter meeting or call her at 762-3414.  We are asking that all children be accompanied by an adult at this event.  

August 13:  Blackhawk Chapter annual picnic at Millennium Park in East Moline.  As usual, people will be asked to bring a meat dish to pass, another covered dish, and their own tableware.  Drinks will be provided, and we will eat at noon.  The picnic will take the place of our regular August chapter meeting, and will be on the 2nd Saturday of the month.  

November 4-6:  NFB of Illinois state convention.  The convention this year will take place at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in Rock Island.  This will be a great opportunity for chapter members and others in the Quad-Cities to attend a state convention.  Be sure to save these dates so you can participate.  The Blackhawk Chapter will be the host, and we need a good representation to show up.  Besides all the fellowship and the great educational experience, there will be plenty of opportunities for chapter members to be volunteer helpers.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate June birthdays:
   7th:  Linda Ridnour
11th:  Harold Palash
  12th:  Pat Olson

FROM THE PRESIDENT
The Blackhawk Chapter is always looking for volunteers to help with activities, fund raising, communications, and transportation.  If you are interested in helping, call me, Bob Gardner, at 755-8085.  

Do you, or someone you know, need a long white cane?  The Blackhawk Chapter has a “Cane Bank” containing a variety of sizes and styles of canes.  These are available, free of charge, to those committed to using a white cane.  Contact Bob Gardner or Lois Montgomery if you are interested.  

Enclosed with your Hawk Talk this month is a pledge form for the “Birdies For Charity,” the fund raiser associated with the annual John Deere Golf Tournament.  The golf tournament this year runs from July 4th to the 10th.  Birdies For Charity has historically been the largest fund raiser for our Blackhawk Chapter.  We hope you will continue to support our chapter by making a personal pledge.  By making a pledge, you also make yourself eligible for a long list of prizes awarded by the tournament.  Those wanting additional forms to give to friends should contact Lois Montgomery at 762-3414.  

You will need to get your pledge form in before the end of June.  You can do this by bringing the pledge form to the May or June chapter meetings, mail a completed form to Lois, or mailing a completed form directly to the Birdies For Charity people.  Also, if you call Lois, she would be happy to complete a form for you.  You can also call Lois if you have any other questions.  Obviously, we all owe many thanks to Lois Montgomery for heading up this important fund raising event for our chapter.  

TECH TIPS
Here’s a few extra tidbits for you computer people.  These are for JAWS users.  If you want the same tips for Window-Eyes, contact me at rgardner@revealed.net.  

PlaceMarkers on Web Pages
This is a feature in JAWS I just discovered.  I recently went to a web page where all the links were spoken as gibberish.  There were ten links, and the only way I could find the link I wanted was to open each one and see what I got.  I go onto that web page only every three months, so how was I going to find that one link again?  I knew I would never remember which link was what in another three months.  Here is how using PlaceMarkers in JAWS can solve this problem:  

On the original web page listing the ten links, I went down to the link I now knew I would want to go back to in the future.  I then hit CONTROL-SHIFT-K.  This is the first step in setting up a permanent PlaceMarker.  
Hit TAB till you hear “add,” then hit ENTER.  
Put in a name you want for that link, then tab to “okay” and hit ENTER.  
 
The next time you go to that web page, you have two choices to find your PlaceMarker:  
Hit “K.”  Your cursor will move to the PlaceMarker.  
Or hit CONTROL-SHIFT-K.  You will get a list of the PlaceMarkers you have created.  Select the one you want, then tab to “move to.”  Your cursor will be on the link with that PlaceMarker name.  

The above procedure could also be used to quickly go to frequently-used links on large, complicated web pages.  For example, suppose a web page had150 links, but you only use 3 links on a regular basis.  Just use a PlaceMarker for each of the three links, then you could quickly go to them without scrolling down through a morass of links.  

