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Hello, everyone.  Stop raking those leaves and join your fellow Federationists at our monthly meeting on Saturday, November 12.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  

Our program will feature a demonstration of accessibility products manufactured by Envision America, Inc.  Company representatives will demonstrate a hand-held scanner that reads the bar codes on products, then speaks information such as what the product is and its size.  Imagine how handy this device would be when shopping at the grocery store.  Envision America will also demonstrate a product that reads and speaks the information on a prescription bottle.  

Need a ride to our chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please call us by Thursday night before the meeting so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for the new 2006 year, bring $2 to the chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
We had 19 people at our October meeting.  Bob Gardner demonstrated three different access tools to allow a blind person to listen to the Bible.  Two of the access methods were CDs that require a computer for use.  The third tool was a stand-alone digital device no larger than an audio tape.  All three methods allow a user to search for specific Bible passages.  

The October meeting concluded with election of officers for 2006.  The results of the election were:  
President:  Bob Gardner 
Vice president:  Lois Montgomery 
Treasurer:  Kathy Kelley 
Secretary:  Don Carey 
Board member:  Alfonso Ayew-ew 
Board member:  Cheri Jirele 
Board member:  Jay Miller

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 4-6:  NFB of Illinois state convention.  The convention this year will take place at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in Rock Island.  This will be a great opportunity for chapter members and others in the Quad-Cities to attend a state convention.  

November 18-19:  Younkers Community Days fund raiser.  We need volunteers to represent our chapter for this event at the Younkers store in Southpark Mall, Moline.  Those who have participated in the past have said this is fun, and this event is a significant fund raiser for our chapter.  Those interested in volunteering should contact Lois Montgomery at 762-3414.  

December 10:  Our annual Christmas party.  Let your holiday festivities begin with our annual Blackhawk Chapter Christmas party on Saturday evening, December 10th from 6 to 9 PM.   The party will again be at Christ United Methodist Church located at 3801-7th Street, East Moline.  The dinner will be prepared by the Wesleyan Group of the church and served at 6 PM.  

The evening will include tons of door prizes, the drawing for a hand-crocheted afghan donated by Kathy Kelley, and a silent auction of homemade and baked goodies.  A special program featuring Christmas music and an inspirational message will climax the evening.  

This year, we are asking each person attending the Christmas party to purchase a $5 ticket.  Tickets must be purchased by December 3.  We have to confirm the number of people attending with the church by that date; no additional reservations or refunds are possible after that date.  

Tickets for the Christmas party may be purchase at the November chapter meeting.  Otherwise, mail your check for the appropriate amount to Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.

Look forward to an evening of fun, great food, great music, and fellowship.  See you there!

P.S.:  Donations of homemade and baked items for the silent auction would be greatly appreciated.  All proceeds benefit the NFBI Blackhawk Chapter.

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate December birthdays.  
 9th:  Loretta Beckwith
20th:  Russ Montgomery

TECH TIPS
Here’s a few extra tidbits for you computer people.  These are meant for us average guys, not the advanced power users.  The tips are for JAWS, but if you want the same thing for Window-Eyes, contact me at rngard1061@mchsi.com.  

File Extensions
Does your computer read files like “My Dog.doc”, “My Dog.txt”, or “My Dog.wpd”?  Or does your computer simply say “My Dog”?  Being able to hear those file extensions can give you some useful information.  For example, the “doc” extension tells you that is a Microsoft Word document.  The “wpd” extension tells you the document is a Word Perfect document.  

If you get a document with the “wpd” extension and you don’t have Word Perfect on your computer, you then know why your computer can’t open the document.  Likewise, if you have Microsoft Works on your computer, you won’t be able to open documents with the “doc” extension.  That is, you won’t be able to open Microsoft Word documents.  

To turn on the voicing of the file extensions, do the following:  
Go to the Control Panel, then to “folder options.”  
Go to the “view” tab.  
Tabbed to “tree view, advanced settings.”  This gives a list of 16 settings (on my computer) that can be changed.  
Use the DOWN ARROW key to the #9 (on my computer) choice, “hide file extensions for known file types.”  
Turn this to “off” by hitting the SPACE BAR.  Tab to “okay” and hit ENTER to save the change.  

Spell Checking a Single Word
I’m sure everyone knows you hit F7 to spell check an entire document.  Suppose you just typed “platypus” and you want to check that single word, not the entire document.  To do that, you highlight the word using CONTROL-SHIFT-RIGHT ARROW, then hit the F7 key.  You now instantly get a spell check on that single word.  

