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Contact Info:  Robert Gardner, President
 (309) 755-8085
rngard1061@mchsi.com

To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for 2006, bring $2 to a chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.  Unless noted, our chapter meetings will be on the second Saturday of the month.  

*     *     *

Is spring here?  Well, the sun will certainly be shining and the flowers blooming at our next monthly meeting on Saturday, April 8.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  

In the absence of Bob Gardner, the meeting will be chaired by Cheri Jirele.  The program will feature a demonstration of the new Kurzweil Reader by Lois Montgomery.  The Kurzweil Reader is an exciting new product being developed through the sponsorship of the National Federation of the Blind.  The Reader is a portable device, enabling the user to read anything from the information on an envelope to a billboard alongside the street.  

Need a ride to our chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please call us by Thursday night before the meeting so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
We had a good meeting on March 11, with a turnout of 20 people.   Thanks to Eldon Kaiser for chairing the meeting.  The program was a reading of a Kernel Book story by Nancy Gardner.  A discussion of the story followed.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 1-7:  NFB national convention in Dallas, Texas.  It’s not too early to plan for this great event.  If you’re thinking of going, now is the time to make hotel reservations.  

July 15:  Blackhawk Chapter swim party at the Montgomery’s in Moline.  This event will be held instead of our regular July chapter meeting.  Note, however, this date is the 3rd Saturday of the month, not the 2nd.  

August 12:  Blackhawk Chapter annual picnic at Millennium Park in East Moline.  The picnic will take the place of our regular August chapter meeting, and will be on the 2nd Saturday of the month.  

November 10-12:  NFB of Illinois state convention.  The convention this year will take place at the Ramada Inn, 5615 North Cumberland Avenue, Chicago.  Believe it or not, it’s not too early to make your room reservations.  As usual, the NFBI will be given special room rates.  Phone (773) 693-5800 for reservations.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate May birthdays.  
3rd:  Marilyn Zimmer    23rd:  Maida Navratil
  14th:  Joyce Mitchell   27th:  Jay Biagini
  19th:  Aubry Bradford   27th:  Jana Hergert
  21st:  Ken Truesdell	

NEWS TIDBITS
A Note From Your President
When you receive this copy of Hawk Talk, I will have completed my first month at Blind, Inc., the NFB training center in Minneapolis.  I am working hard on my mobility skills with the long white cane, on my Braille, on my cooking skills, and working on a project in industrial arts using power tools.  The days are long and the pace hectic.  But the experience is transforming who I am as a blind person.  Due to a lack of spare time, the Hawk Talk may be somewhat abbreviated for the next few months.  

Talking Voting Machine
Rock Island County now has accessible voting machines, giving the blind and visually impaired the ability to vote without sighted assistance.  You can get a demonstration of the machine at the County Clerk’s Office in the Rock Island County Courthouse during normal business hours.  We will attempt to have one of these new voting machines at a chapter meeting before the Congressional elections next November.  

Let Us Know
If you are aware of someone within our chapter family who is sick or in the hospital, please let Nancy or Bob Gardner know.  That way, we can send cards or flowers as appropriate.  Call 755-8085.  

Pre-Registration for the National Convention
For the first time, you can pre-register for the NFB national convention upcoming in Dallas.  That can be done until May 31 by going to the website www.nfb.org.  

