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To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for 2006, bring $2 to a chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.

NOTICE
If you are receiving the Hawk Talk newsletter by hard copy, be sure you’ve renewed your Blackhawk Chapter membership for 2006.  Those who haven’t paid their dues for 2006 will no longer get Hawk Talk in the mail after this February issue.  

*     *     *

Well, we managed to slide through January without suffering too much.  A month of wonderfully mild weather.  Hopefully, February will bring more of the same.  If you’re spending too much time inside this winter, get out of the house and join your fellow Federationists at our monthly meeting on Saturday, February 11.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  

Our program will feature a demonstration by Bob Gardner of a cell phone useable by the blind.  The cell phone uses speech recognition technology.  Although the model of cell phone to be shown was not specifically designed for the blind, those with little or no vision can easily use it.  Come and see how you can join all those using cell phones.  Blindness no longer needs to be a barrier to having a cell phone.  

Need a ride to our chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please call us by Thursday night before the meeting so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
We had a great meeting on January 14, with a tremendous turnout of 33 people.  Our program featured a demonstration of closed circuit TV systems by Andy Heim of Optron, Inc.  Thanks to Lois Montgomery, Vice President, for chairing the meeting in the absence of Bob Gardner, President.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate March birthdays.  
9th:  Kathy Kelley   25th:  Nancy Gardner
  12th:  Kathy Crooks	

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 4:  Younkers Community Days fund raiser.  We will need volunteers to represent our chapter at this event at the Younkers store in Southpark Mall, Moline.  Those who have participated in the past say this is fun, and this event is a significant fund raiser for our chapter.  

July 1-7:  NFB national convention in Dallas, Texas.  It’s not too early to plan for this great event.  If you’re thinking of going, now is the time to make hotel reservations.  

ABOUT YOUR NFB
The following was edited from the NFB website.  This shows how our organization is influencing the design of present and future household appliances to make them more accessible to the blind.  A list of the “useable” appliances referred to in the article is available.  This list includes washers and dryers, ranges, microwaves, etc.  

“The lack of accessible and usable features on household appliances grows more severe every day.  An example of this is the disturbing increase in the number of dishwashers with flat, inaccessible controls.  Until now, dishwashers were among the more accessible home appliances. 

“These accessibility issues may prevent even the most motivated blind person from confidently purchasing and using household appliances.  It is essential that blind people are able to continue to lead full, productive, and independent lives.  For this reason, the Jernigan Institute of the NFB has begun this Consumer Electronic Accessibility Initiative.

“In 1990, the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) established the International Braille and Technology Center for the Blind (IBTC) to address non-visual access of computing hardware and software.  To further this mission, the Jernigan Institute of the NFB launched the Consumer Electronics Accessibility Initiative with the Accessible Home Showcase at the 2005 NFB National Convention.  The list of household appliances and other electronic devices shown at the Accessible Home Showcase will be expanded as additional usable items are identified.  

“Please note:  When using the word ‘usable,’ we mean that through a sequence of steps or additional modifications, a blind person can successfully use a specific product.  This does not mean that the product is totally accessible.  Totally accessible usually means that all functions of the device are available to the blind user in a non-visual manner. 

“Although full accessibility is always the goal, for many blind individuals the immediate problem remains finding appliances that can be operated.  It is the goal of this project to encourage manufacturers to incorporate full accessibility whenever possible and to appreciate the market value of doing so.”  

NEWS TIDBITS
A Note From Your President, Bob Gardner
I’ve toyed for several years with the idea of going to one of the resident training centers run by the National Federation of the Blind.  Given my age and where I’m at in my life, I wasn’t sure that was even appropriate.  About a year ago, I discussed that with Shawn Mayo of Blind, Inc. in Minneapolis, one of the three NFB training centers in the U.S.  She assured me that the training, and residing at the center, would be possible -- even for an old geezer like myself.  

After attending the NFB national convention last July, I decided I needed to get serious about that training.  If I was going to attend an NFB center, I needed to do that now.  Nancy and I visited Blind, Inc. last October.  We were both impressed, and I could no longer invent excuses for not going.  

So . . . I have finalized the arrangements with Blind, Inc., and I will go to Minneapolis at the beginning of March.  I plan on being there for four months.  That is, March through June.  

In my absence, the business and meetings of the Blackhawk Chapter will continue as usual.  We have a great staff of officers and supportive members that will make that happen.  I plan on having several different members of the chapter chair meetings while I’m gone.  That way, the responsibility for the meetings will not fall solely on one person.  I will make some arrangements to get out our newsletter each month, but am not sure what those arrangements will be at this time.  Given my cell phone and E-mail, I plan on being as involved in the chapter as time, distance, and technology will allow.  

Let Us Know
If you are aware of someone within our chapter family who is sick or in the hospital, please let Nancy or me know.  That way, we can send cards or flowers as appropriate.  Call 755-8085.  

TECH TIDBITS
Here’s something extra for you computer people.  These are meant for us average guys, not the advanced power users.  The tips are for JAWS, but if you want the same thing for Window-Eyes, contact me at rngard1061@mchsi.com.  

Wikipedia Encyclopedia
The Tech Tidbit for this month is not a screenreader-related tip, but an interesting and useful website.  This is a free, easily used and accessible encyclopedia.  Although I’ve never tried any of the software encyclopedias that can be purchased, I believe some or most of them are difficult to use with JAWS or Window-Eyes.  Wikipedia isn’t.  And there’s no software to buy and install.  Here’s all you have to do:  
Go to www.wikipedia.o" www.wikipedia.org.  
Go down to the link “English” and hit the ENTER key.  
Hit “f” to get to the edit box for your search word or phrase.  Obviously, you have to hit ENTER to get into “forms mode” before you can type in the words.  
Tab to “go,” hit ENTER, and there you are.  

