HAWK TALK

The monthly newsletter of the Blackhawk Chapter,
National Federation of the Blind of Illinois


June 1, 2006

Contact Info:  Robert Gardner, President
 (309) 755-8085
rngard1061@mchsi.com" rngard1061@mchsi.com


To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for 2006, bring $2 to a chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265.  Unless noted, our chapter meetings will be on the second Saturday of the month.  

*     *     *

Is it beautiful outside?  It will also be beautiful inside at our next monthly meeting on Saturday, June 10.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center.  The Center is located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  


Bob Gardner, President, continues his training at Blind, Inc., the NFB training center in Minneapolis.  In his absence, the chapter meeting will be chaired by Lois Montgomery, Vice President.  The program will feature a presentation by Rhonda Erickson and Michelle Budde of the Illinois Department of Rehabilitation Services (DORS).  Questions may be asked of Rhonda and Michelle on any issues relating to DORS.  


Need a ride to our chapter meeting?  Call Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and she will make arrangements.  Please call her by Thursday night before the meeting so she can coordinate cars and drivers.  


LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
We had a good meeting on May 13, with a turnout of 22 people.   
Bob Gardner was home for the weekend from Blind, Inc.  He chaired the meeting, then discussed his training at Blind, Inc. in Minneapolis.  


UPCOMING EVENTS
July 1-7:  NFB national convention in Dallas, Texas.  

July 15:  Blackhawk Chapter swim party at the Montgomerys, Moline, starting at 3 PM.  Tickets for this event are $5 a person, and entitle you to have a great afternoon of fun and fellowship.  Besides swimming in the beautiful pool of the Montgomerys, the day will end with pizza and soda.  This event will be held instead of our regular July chapter meeting.  Note, however, that this date is the 3rd Saturday of the month, not the 2nd.  Those wanting tickets should contact Lois Montgomery at a chapter meeting or call her at 762-3414.  We are asking that all children be accompanied by an adult at this event.  

August 12:  Blackhawk Chapter annual picnic at Millennium Park in East Moline.  As usual, people are asked to bring a meat dish to pass, another covered dish, and their own tableware.  Drinks will be provided, and we will eat at noon.  The picnic will take the place of our regular August chapter meeting, and will be on the 2nd Saturday of the month.  

November 10-12:  NFB of Illinois state convention.  The convention this year will take place at the Ramada Inn, 5615 North Cumberland Avenue, Chicago.  Believe it or not, it’s not too early to make your room reservations.  As usual, the NFBI will be given special room rates.  Phone (773) 693-5800 for reservations.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members celebrate July birthdays.  
4th:  Belva Thorpe     17th:  Lois Dritchel
    6th:  Cheri Jirele


NEWS TIDBITS
A Note From Your President
When you receive this copy of Hawk Talk, I will have completed approximately three months at Blind, Inc., the NFB training center in Minneapolis.  I am working hard on my mobility skills with the long white cane, on my Braille, on my cooking skills, and working on a project in industrial arts using power tools.  The days are long and the pace hectic.  But the experience is transforming who I am as a blind person.  Due to a lack of spare time, the Hawk Talk may be somewhat abbreviated for the next few months.  

My original plan was to attend Blind, Inc. through the end of June.  That amount of time is less than the standard program at Blind, Inc.  I have now decided to continue my training, now going through the month of August.  By extending my training, I will be able to graduate from the complete program at Blind, Inc.  


Fund Raising
Remember your pledge forms for the “Birdies For Charity,” the fund raiser associated with the annual John Deere Golf Tournament.  The golf tournament this year runs July 10-16.  Birdies For Charity has historically been the largest fund raiser for our Blackhawk Chapter.  We hope you will continue to support our chapter by making a personal pledge and asking your friends and family to do likewise.  Those making a pledge also make themselves eligible for a long list of prizes awarded by the tournament.  Those wanting additional forms to give to friends should contact Lois Montgomery at 762-3414.  

Jernigan Raffle Tickets
The chapter is selling Jernigan raffle tickets for $10.  The winner will be drawn at the NFB national convention this summer in Dallas.  The winner will have all expenses paid for two to attend the 2007 NFB national convention in Atlanta.  

	The Hawk Talk Newsletter
The Hawk Talk will take a summer vacation.  No newsletters will be sent out in July or August, but don’t forget to attend our chapter swim party and chapter picnic.  The next Hawk Talk will be sent out in September.  


