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April showers bring May flowers . . . boy, are we ever going to have a lot of flowers!!!  Don’t let the rain keep you away from our next chapter meeting on Saturday, April 14. It will begin at 1:30PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  Look forward to seeing you there!

This Month’s Program will feature a talk by John Tebockhorst of Bettendorf.  John has been associated with the NFB for years, is blind, and has a very successful vending business on the Iowa side of the river.  Come and listen to John’s inspiring story, a story of a man living an independent life.  



Need a ride to the Chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please let us know your need by Thursday night so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

MEMBERSHIP
To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for the 2007 year, bring $2 to the chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265. 

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
Our program at our March meeting was a group discussion of “How do you do that?” or “Here’s how I do it.”  We had a fun meeting telling each other how we overcome all those little obstacles in life -- how we pour a cup of coffee, how we use a microwave with a flat panel display, or how we pick out coordinating clothes.  We shared our little tricks and we all learned from each other.  

Chapter members Bob Gardner and Lori Brown were among the leaders at the “Opening Doors, Opening Minds” student seminar held on March 30-31 at St. Xavier University in Chicago.  This event, sponsored by the NFB of Illinois and the Illinois Association of Blind Students, attracted 22 students from all over Illinois.  Topics included discussions of technology, rehabilitation, and tips about attending college.  Clips from several Hollywood movies involving blindness were viewed and discussed.  Fun events were several mobility exercises and playing “string ball,” a version of baseball for the blind.  The seminar was a tremendous success.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members will celebrate birthdays:
April 1:  George Sowers   May 3:  Marilyn Zimmer
       5:  Jean Kaskadden     14:  Joyce Mitchell
       7:  Bill Black         23:  Maida Navratil
      19:  Kathy McCabe       27:  Jay Biagini
                              27:  Jana Hergert
NEWS ABOUT NEWSLINE
Do you know about NEWSLINE?  NEWSLINE is the system initiated and supported by the NFB that allows those with limited or no vision to read newspapers through their touchtone telephone. You can pick and choose what you want to read according to your interests. There are over 200 newspapers available.  The QC Times is now available, and The Dispatch will soon be on too. We have received $10,000 in grant money from the Day Foundation and The Dispatch to pay for the initial cost of setting up the Dispatch on NEWSLINE.  All you have to do is dial a toll-free number, and there is no other charge for this program.  Everything is free!  You can sign up for this fantastic program through your Talking Books Library, or contact Bob Gardner. A future chapter meeting will address the use of NEWSLINE and provide further training on its use.  
Besides being able to access newspapers, Newsline includes some magazines.  One recently added is the AARP magazine.  Also, a recent exciting development is the addition of local TV program listings.  
If you’re not a current Newsline user, consider signing up and enjoy this wonderful service brought to you by the NFB.

MEMBER NOTES  
We would like to extend our sympathy to Kathy Lain and her family upon the death of her father.

Please keep Jana Hergert and her family in your thoughts.  Their house was lost in a fire, but their family is safe.

UPCOMING EVENTS  
June Chapter Meeting
Plans are underway for a very special chapter meeting on June 9th.  Instead of meeting at our usual spot, the South Moline Township Center, we will meet at the home of Bob and Nancy Gardner in Hampton.  Hopefully, with nice weather, we will gather outside in their front yard, the Mississippi at your feet.  Our very special program will be a cane training session.  Canes and sleep shades will be provided for those desiring them.    

NFB NATIONAL CONVENTION
It is now time to be making reservations for the National Convention, June 30 - July 6, at the Marriott Marquis Hotels at 265 Peachtree Center Avenue, Atlanta, GA. For room reservations call (404) 521-0000.  The room rates are singles, doubles, and twins $61/night and triples and quads $66/night, plus a 15% sales tax. Going to a national convention is a great experience.  For more details call Bob Gardner at 755-8085.

NFB of ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION
Our state convention this year is going to be held on November 2nd. thru 4th. at the Holiday Inn (formerly the Sheridan Four Points) in Rock Island, Illinois. The Blackhawk Chapter will be hosting the event. Please save these dates and plan to attend some or all of the sessions - it just doesn’t get any closer or more convenient for our chapter members to attend! You can make room reservations by calling the hotel at 794-1212.  Ask for the special NFB rates which are $69 per night.  

Recipe Corner
Have you got a favorite recipe ??? Why not share it with us!  Contact Nancy by email, phone, mail, or at a chapter meeting. Your recipe will be printed in the Hawk Talk. I know we’ve got lots of good recipes just waiting to be shared in our newsletter!!!!
Buffet Meat Balls
from Nancy Gardner

Note from your president:  Nancy has made this several times, and I love it.  I’ve also made this dish myself.  Don’t get fooled by the sauerkraut -- these meatballs are sweet, tangy, and delicious.  
Bob

2 lb. ground beef
3 eggs
1 cup bread crumbs
1 envelope of dried onion soup

Mix together and make balls.  Arrange in a 9” x 13” baking dish.  Makes about 20 meatballs when using an ice cream scoop-size rounded ball.  

Make a sauce as follows:
1# can of sauerkraut (drained)
1 cup of brown sugar (not packed)
1 bottle of chili sauce (rinse bottle with a little water and pour into sauce)
1 can of whole cranberry sauce

Mix all of the sauce ingredients together in a saucepan and simmer.  Pour over meatballs.  Bake at 350º for 1 and ½ hours.


