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Is winter really over?  Well . . . maybe.  Anyway, let’s pretend it is, and let’s all get out and come to our chapter meeting. It will begin at 1:30PM at our usual meeting place, the South Moline Township Center located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.

This Month’s Program

You’re alone in your house, and the coffee maker has just finished.  How do you pour a cup of coffee without spilling or burning yourself?  Come to our March meeting and find out.  Our program will be a group discussion of “How do you do that?,” or “Here’s how I do it.”  Think of all those little tricks you’ve learned to solve everyday problems and tell us about them.  Or do you have a problem and need a way to overcome it?  This should be fun, educational, and a chance to brag about your unique solution.  

Need a ride to the Chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please let us know your need by Thursday night so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

MEMBERSHIP
To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for the 2007 year, bring $2 to the chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265. 

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
Our program featured Bob Gardner speaking about his experiences at the Washington Seminar which was held January 29 through February 1 in Washington, D.C.  He successfully made his solo trip to (and from) the nation’s capital. He talked about the highlights of the trip, and the issues that the participants spoke to their representatives about concerning the blind. 


BIRTHDAY CORNER

The following chapter members will celebrate birthdays:

March:      5th. Soo Ahrens
            9th. Kathy Kelley
            12th. Kathy Crooks
            25th. Nancy Gardner
April:       1st. George Sowers
             5th. Jean Kaskadden
             7th. Bill Black
            19th. Kathy McCabe

NEWS ABOUT NEWSLINE

Do you know about NEWSLINE?  NEWSLINE is the system initiated and supported by the NFB that allows those with limited or no vision to read newspapers through their touchtone telephone. You can pick and choose what you want to read according to your interests. There are over 200 newspapers available.  The QC Times is now available, and The Dispatch will soon be on too. We have received $10,000 in grant money from the Day Foundation and The Dispatch to pay for the initial cost of setting up the Dispatch on NEWSLINE.  All you have to do is dial a toll-free number, and there is no other charge for this program.  Everything is free!  You can sign up for this fantastic program through your Talking Books Library, or contact Bob Gardner. A future chapter meeting will address the use of NEWSLINE and provide further training on its use.  
Besides being able to access newspapers, Newsline includes some magazines.  One recently added is the AARP magazine.  Also, a recent exciting development is the addition of local TV program listings.  
If you’re not a current Newsline user, consider signing up and enjoy this wonderful service brought to you by the NFB.


UPCOMING EVENTS

“OPENING DOORS, OPENING MINDS” Student Seminar 
The National Federation of the Blind of Illinois and The Illinois Association of Blind Students is sponsoring a seminar on the campus of Saint Xavier University on Friday, March 30 from 6:00 PM to 10:00PM and Saturday, March 31 from 8:00 AM until 4:30 PM.  The University is at 3700 W. 103rd Street in Chicago.  “Meet other blind students.  Discover how they manage their lives and education.  Explore the types of technology available to blind people.  Exchange information about the existing resources available to the blind.  Interact with successful blind adults living productive independent lives. Enjoy food and fellowship with the most dynamic, self-motivated group of blind people you’ll ever meet!”  Contact Bob Gardner for further information (755-8085)

Special Chapter Meeting
Plans are underway for a very special chapter meeting on June 9th.  Instead of meeting at our usual spot, the South Moline Township Center, we will meet at the home of Bob and Nancy Gardner in Hampton.  Hopefully with nice weather, we will gather outside in their front yard, the Mississippi at your feet.  Our very special program will be a cane training session.  Canes and sleep shades will be provided for those desiring them.    

NFB NATIONAL CONVENTION
It is now time to be making reservations for the National Convention, June 30 - July 6, at the Marriott Marquis Hotels at 265 Peachtree Center Avenue, Atlanta, GA. For room reservations call (404) 521-0000.  The room rates are singles, doubles, and twins $61/night and triples and quads $66/night, plus a 15% sales tax. Going to a national convention is a great experience.  For more details call Bob Gardner at 755-8085.

NFB of ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION

Our state convention this year is going to be held on November 2nd. thru 4th. at the Holiday Inn (formerly the Sheridan Four Points) in Rock Island, Illinois. The Blackhawk Chapter will be hosting the event. Please save these dates and plan to attend some or all of the sessions - it just doesn’t get any closer or more convenient for our chapter members to attend! More details will come later.



Recipe Corner

French Onion Burger (submitted by Don Carey)

1 LB. ground beef
1 can (10-1/2 oz) condensed French onion soup
4 slices of cheese

Shape beef into 4 patties about ½” thick.
Cook patties on medium heat for 10 minutes or until no longer pink.

Add soup. Heat to a boil. Cover and cook on low heat for 5 minutes or until hot.

Place cheese on patties and cook until cheese is melted.

Serve on rolls or buns with soup mixture for dipping.  

Have you got a favorite recipe ??? Why not share it with us!  Contact Nancy by email, phone, mail, or at a chapter meeting. Your recipe will be printed in the Hawk Talk. I know we’ve got lots of good recipes just waiting to be shared in our newsletter!!!!

