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Happy May Day to all of you!  Hope you have been enjoying the beautiful weather that we have been having.  Speaking of enjoying nice weather, don’t forget about our next chapter meeting on Saturday, May 12.  This month, our meeting will take place at the Gardners’ home at 106 First Avenue in Hampton. It will begin at 1:30PM. Keep your fingers crossed that we have beautiful sunshine! 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING
A Blackhawk Chapter board meeting will be held at 1 PM prior to our regular meeting.  This will be an open board meeting, and all chapter members are welcome to give their views on the issues.  


Our regular meeting will start around 1:30 PM.  This month, as we meet at the Gardner’s along the Mississippi, we will talk about mobility using the long white cane.   We will have some simple training lessons and plenty of extra canes.  For those interested, we will break into teams and try a few short travel routes.   
After the meeting, we’ll have an early supper - meat, beverages, and tableware will be provided.  If you would like to bring a side dish, that would be great. We should have a good time eating, visiting, watching the bikers go by, and enjoying the boats and geese out on the river.  Hope you can come. 

Need a ride to the Chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please let us know your need by Thursday night so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

MEMBERSHIP
To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for the 2007 year, bring $2 to the chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265. 

LAST MONTH MEETING IN REVIEW
Last month’s program featured a talk by John Tebockhorst of Bettendorf.  John has been associated with the NFB for years, is blind, and has a very successful vending business on the Iowa side of the river.  John gave a very interesting talk about his work as a vendor - he really knows his stuff! John’s story was very inspiring, he truly is a man living an independent life.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following chapter members will celebrate birthdays:
 May  3:  Marilyn Zimmer   June 10: Cindy Hines
     14:  Joyce Mitchell        11: Harold Palish
     23:  Maida Navratil        12: Pat Olson
     27:  Jay Biagini
     27:  Jana Hergert

NEWS ABOUT NEWSLINE
Do you know about NEWSLINE?  NEWSLINE is the system initiated and supported by the NFB that allows those with limited or no vision to read newspapers through their touchtone telephone. You can pick and choose what you want to read according to your interests. There are over 200 newspapers available nation-wide.  All you have to do is dial a toll-free number, and there is no other charge for this program.  Everything is free!  

And the big news is the Moline Dispatch is about to be available on Newsline!  Although the QC Times has been available, the addition of The Dispatch will allow us on the Illinois side of the river to truly get local news.  The Dispatch on Newsline is currently in a test mode, and should come fully up online shortly.  The addition of The Dispatch is a result of action by the Blackhawk Chapter and generous grants from the Day Foundation and the Moline Dispatch Publishing Company.  

You can sign up for this fantastic program through your Talking Books Library, or contact Bob Gardner. A future chapter meeting will address the use of NEWSLINE and provide further training on its use.  

Besides being able to access newspapers, Newsline includes some magazines.  One recently added is the AARP magazine.  Also, a recent exciting development is the addition of local TV program listings.  If you’re not a current Newsline user, consider signing up and enjoy this wonderful service brought to you by the NFB.

UPCOMING EVENTS  

NFB NATIONAL CONVENTION
It is now time to be making reservations for the National Convention, June 30 - July 6, at the Marriott Marquis Hotel at 265 Peachtree Center Avenue, Atlanta, GA. For room reservations call (404) 521-0000.  The room rates are singles, doubles, and twins $61/night and triples and quads $66/night, plus a 15% sales tax. Going to a national convention is a great experience.  For more details call Bob Gardner at 755-8085.

NFB of ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION
Our state convention this year is going to be held on November 2nd. thru 4th. at the Holiday Inn (formerly the Sheridan Four Points) in Rock Island, Illinois. The Blackhawk Chapter will be hosting the event. Please save these dates and plan to attend some or all of the sessions - it just doesn’t get any closer or more convenient for our chapter members to attend! You can make room reservations by calling the hotel at 794-1212.  Ask for the special NFB rates which are $69 per night.
  
OUR ANNUAL PICNIC
Mark your calendars!  Our annual picnic will be at Millennium Park in Moline on Saturday, August 11th. We will eat at noon. More details later.

Recipe Corner
Have you got a favorite recipe ??? Why not share it with us!  Contact Nancy by email, phone, mail, or at a chapter meeting. Your recipe will be printed in the Hawk Talk. I know we’ve got lots of good recipes just waiting to be shared in our newsletter!!!!


Hershey’s Red Velvet Cake

This recipe comes to us from Kathy Lain.  Thanks, Kathy! Sounds yummy!
 
½ cup ( 1 stick ) butter or margarine, softened
1-½  cups sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup buttermilk
2 tablespoons red food color
2 cups all-purpose flour
1/3 cup Hershey’s Cocoa
1 teaspoon salt
1-1/2 teaspoons baking soda
1 tablespoon white vinegar
Hershey’s chocolate chips ( optional )

1. Heat oven to 350 º. Grease and flour 9x13x2 baking pan.
2. Beat butter and sugar in large bowl; add eggs and vanilla, beating well. Stir together buttermilk and food color. Stir together flour, cocoa and salt; add alternately to butter mixture with buttermilk mixture, mixing well. Stir in baking soda and vinegar. Pour into prepared pan.
3. Bake 30 to 35 minutes or until wooden toothpick inserted in center comes out clean. Cool completely in pan on wire rack. Frost and garnish with Mini chips if desired. Enjoy !!

