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Hello!  Hope you are enjoying our nice fall weather - much more comfortable than the hot temperatures we had been having.  

THIS MONTH’S MEETING
We’ve got something special planned for our October 13th. chapter meeting.  We will be meeting at Bennigan’s, the restaurant in the Rock Island Holiday Inn (the site of our Nov. 2-4 State NFB Convention). We will meet for lunch (everyone will pay for their own meal) at 11:45 in Bennigan’s meeting room and then we will have our business meeting at about 1:30.  We will be electing officers and board members. Please make every effort to attend.  Bennigan’s is located at the corner of 2nd Avenue and 17th Street in Rock Island.  

As mentioned, we will hold chapter elections for 2008.  The current officers are:  
President:  Bob Gardner 
Vice president:  Lois Montgomery 
Treasurer:  Kathy Kelley 
Secretary:  Don Carey 
Board member:  Alfonso Ayew-ew 
Board member:  Cheri Jirele                  Board member:  Russ Montgomery

All chapter members are eligible to become officers.  Those interested need to be present and to be nominated.  Anyone wanting to run for an office but cannot attend the meeting should talk to Bob Gardner.  Our chapter constitution requires the president and vice president be blind, and a majority of the officers be blind.  All officer positions are up for election.  

MEMBERSHIP
To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for the 2008 year, bring $2 to the chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265. 

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
We had a very interesting program presented by Tracy Craig from the Hammond-Henry Hospital in Geneseo.  Tracy works in the rehabilitation area, and her specialty is working with the blind and visually impaired. She showed many items, tricks, and techniques to use in our daily living that would enhance our independence.  We had a very good turnout at this meeting with 24 in attendence.  

BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following members will be celebrating birthdays in October:

     10/12  Doris Black
     10/15  Eldon Kaiser

NFB OF ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION

The following is extracted from the Bulletin for this year’s state convention:
  
  “On November 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, energized Federationists will assemble at the Holiday Inn in Rock Island to renew our dedication to security, equality and opportunity for all blind people.  Our national rep this year will be Joanne Wilson.

The site for our convention will be the Holiday Inn, Rock Island --Hotel & Conference Center, 226 17th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201.  Room rates are $69 per night.  For reservations, which will require a credit card guarantee for one night, please call (309) 794-1212 or toll free at (888) 465-4329.  Room reservations must be made by October 16.  After that date, reservations will be accepted on a space available basis.  Please don’t wait until the last minute.  

Advance convention registration made before October 22 is $5.00.  Registration at convention will be $10.00.  Registration form and fees, including the breakfast, luncheon, and banquet fees, should be sent before October 22, to Kelly Doty, 1433 Ashland Avenue #403, Des Plaines, IL  60016.  Checks or money orders should be made payable to NFB of Illinois.  Please do not send cash.

We will again host a breakfast for students at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday.  A Spouses and Significant Others breakfast will be held on Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m.  The cost for each will be $10.00.  

We will have a luncheon, for all who are interested in young adult issues, on Saturday at 12:00.  The cost will be $15.  This luncheon is for those who are young and those who wish to cultivate the involvement of our young people in our affiliate. 

The banquet will include scholarship presentations and an outstanding address by this year’s national representative, Joanne Wilson.  The banquet ticket price will be $25.00.  By contacting Robert Gardner, no later than October 16, you can make requests for menu changes, to meet dietary needs.   Bob can be contacted at (309) 755-8085.

The opening session will be called to order at 1:00 p.m. on Friday.  We will have speakers from the Illinois School for Visually Impaired, the State Legislature, the Library for the Blind, the Department of Rehabilitation, a representative from National Association of Blind Students and members of our own affiliate.  We will have an employment panel, demonstrations of assistive technology, mini seminars on Friday afternoon, Braille is Beautiful, Resolutions, IABS Idol, Midnight Madness Auction and of course our banquet on Saturday night.  The convention will adjourn at noon  on Sunday, November 4.”  

SAVE THESE DATES
 
 Saturday, October 20th.  We will be selling coupon booklets, for Community Days, from 10 to 12:00 at Younker’s at South Park Mall.  This is an excellent opportunity for us to tell people about the work and camaraderie of the Blackhawk Chapter. Plan to come and spend some time with us. 
 Saturday, December 8th. - NFB Christmas dinner. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS DATE HAS CHANGED.  



Recipe Corner 

 “Calling All Cooks!!!”  We need some of your favorite recipes.  I know that some of you love to cook - please share with us.  How about a favorite dish for fall, Thanksgiving or Christmas?  Please email or give your recipe to Nancy Gardner.

Rice Pudding

6 eggs, well beaten
1 cup of sugar  (I have used Splenda.)
2 ½ cups of milk (I use skim milk.)
2 ½ cups of cooked rice
¼ teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon vanilla
Nutmeg
Butter

  Mix eggs, sugar, milk, rice, salt and vanilla.  Pour into a well-buttered (I use PAM) 2-quart casserole. Sprinkle nutmeg on top; dot with butter.
  Bake at 350* for 1 hour or until a knife comes out clean when cut into the center of the pudding.  ENJOY!


