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Greetings!  Hope this newsletter finds you all well and keeping cool.  It has been a full-time job just keeping comfortable the past few weeks.  It was with regret that we cancelled our August picnic.  It was probably a good thing - in addition to having no restrooms available - it was hot, hot, HOT!
 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING
Our September chapter meeting will be on Saturday, September 8th. and  will start at 1:30 PM at the South Moline Township located at 637 17th Avenue, East Moline.  Look forward to seeing you there! We have a special guest coming to speak about daily living skills and tips for the blind and visually impaired.

  Need a ride to the Chapter meeting?  Call Bob or Nancy Gardner at 755-8085 and we will make arrangements.  Please let us know your need by the Thursday night before the meeting, so we can coordinate cars and drivers.  

MEMBERSHIP
To join the Blackhawk Chapter or to renew your membership for the 2007 year, bring $2 to the chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265. 

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
NFB National Convention:  The convention this year was held in Atlanta from June 30 through July 6.  Bob and Nancy Gardner attended, joining over 60 other attendees from Illinois.  This convention seemed very busy, very educational, and very much fun for the Gardners.  Bob spoke at a panel during a meeting of the Senior Division, describing his training at Blind, Inc., the NFB training center in Minneapolis.  Debbie Stein, president of our Chicago chapter, was on the podium during one of the general sessions.  Debbie is chairperson of the “Silent Car” committee, the committee addressing potential problems for the blind caused by the quiet nature of hybrid cars.   There was much fellowship in seeing other Federationists, people met at other conventions or at other NFB events.  


BIRTHDAY CORNER
The following members have had (we’re playing “Catch Up”) or will celebrate their birthdays:
July 4: Belva Thorpe       Sept. 3: Alma Sowers
     6: Cheri Jirele             9: Bob Gardner
     25: Mary Randolph          11: Don Olson
     27: Jill Miller            18: Neota Shaw
August 20: Lucy Kaiser          19: Larry Hines
       23: Dave Jirele          20: Lois
       25: Joanne Lasley             Montgomery
       31: JoEllen Riordan

NFB OF ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION
The following is extracted from the Bulletin for this year’s state convention:  
“On November 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, energized Federationists will assemble at the Holiday Inn in Rock Island to renew our dedication to security, equality and opportunity for all blind people.  Our national rep this year will be Joanne Wilson.

The site for our convention will be the Holiday Inn, Rock Island --Hotel & Conference Center, 226 17th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201.  Room rates are $69 per night.  For reservations, which will require a credit card guarantee for one night, please call (309) 794-1212 or toll free at (888) 465-4329.  Room reservations must be made by October 16.  After that date, reservations will be accepted on a space available basis.  Please don’t wait until the last minute.  

Advance convention registration made before October 22 is $5.00.  Registration at convention will be $10.00.  Registration form and fees, including the breakfast, luncheon, and banquet fees, should be sent before October 22, to Kelly Doty, 1433 Ashland Avenue #403, Des Plaines, IL  60016.  Checks or money orders should be made payable to NFB of Illinois.  Please do not send cash.

We will again host a breakfast for students at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday.  A Spouses and Significant Others breakfast will be held on Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m.  The cost for each will be $10.00.  

We will have a luncheon, for all who are interested in young adult issues, on Saturday at 12:00.  The cost will be $15.  This luncheon is for those who are young and those who wish to cultivate the involvement of our young people in our affiliate. 

The banquet will include scholarship presentations and an outstanding address by this year’s national representative, Joanne Wilson.  The banquet ticket price will be $25.00.  By contacting Robert Gardner, no later than October 16, you can make requests for menu changes, to meet dietary needs.   Bob can be contacted at (309) 755-8085.

The opening session will be called to order at 1:00 p.m. on Friday.  We will have speakers from the Illinois School for Visually Impaired, the State Legislature, the Library for the Blind, the Department of Rehabilitation, a representative from National Association of Blind Students and members of our own affiliate.  We will have an employment panel, demonstrations of assistive technology, mini seminars on Friday afternoon, Braille is Beautiful, Resolutions, IABS Idol, Midnight Madness Auction and of course our banquet on Saturday night.  The convention will adjourn at noon  on Sunday, November 4.”  

SAVE THIS DATE
 Saturday, December 15th.- NFB Christmas dinner 

Recipe Corner
Have you got a favorite recipe ??? Why not share it with us!  Contact Nancy by email, phone, mail, or at a chapter meeting. Your recipe will be printed in the Hawk Talk. I know we’ve got lots of good recipes just waiting to be shared in our newsletter!!!!  The following is a perfect salad for a hot summer day!
 



Nappa Cabbage Salad

Ingredients:
1 head of Nappa (Chinese) Cabbage
1 bunch of green onions
1 stick of butter
2 pkgs. Ramen noodles (use only noodles, not seasoning)
1 pkg. slivered almonds  (I’m not sure of size - just a small pkg.)
1 ounce of shelled sunflower seeds, optional

Dressing:
½ cup of sugar
2 Tablespoons of soy sauce
¼ cup white vinegar
¾ cup oil

Directions:
1.Bring dressing ingredients to a boil.  Then cool and mix it with salad just before serving.
2.Break up noodles.  Brown noodles, almonds, and sunflower seeds in butter.  Let cool.  Mix in with chopped up cabbage and onions just before serving.  Toss all ingredients together and enjoy! **Note: You can make this into a main course by adding bite-size pieces of cooked chicken.

