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Here we are in the month of February already!    It is the shortest month with the longest list of special days -  Happy Groundhog’s Day, Lincoln’s Birthday, Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, Washington’s Birthday, and Leap Year Day!  Enjoy each and every one of them !!!!
 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING

This month’s meeting will be held on Saturday, February 9, at 1:30, at the South Moline Township Center - 637 17th. Avenue in East Moline. Patrick Olson will be the chairperson for our meeting. 
Our program will feature Bob Gardner speaking about his experiences at the Washington Seminar which was held January 28 through January 31 in 
Washington, D.C. He will talk about highlights of the trip, and the blindness issues that the participants discussed with their representatives. We hope you’ll be able to come and join us.

MEMBERSHIP

There are still some people who have not paid their dues for the new year.  It’s easy and relatively painless to join the Blackhawk Chapter, or to renew your membership, for the 2008 year.  All you have to do is bring $2 to the chapter meeting, or mail that amount to:  Kathy Kelley, 2107 13th Street, Moline, IL 61265. Where else can you find such a BARGAIN!  Plan to join right away!!!!!

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW

Our program centered around ideas for making our chapter meetings more beneficial to you - what speakers you would like to hear, what you would like to learn about, what you have always wanted learn to do, etc.  You had some very good ideas.  Some of them were - have people from blind services to come and present a program; have the therapist from Hammond-Henry Hospital in Geneseo come to speak to us again; take a trip to the low vision clinic at The Eye Surgeons and visit Dr. Darlington to see what items he has available; go 
to lunch and have a meeting; have a picnic at the Gardner’s in June - have a meeting, enjoy the bike path and go for a walk; go to a play or music event together; have a program about guide dogs - just to name a few of the ideas we came up with.  If you weren’t able to come to the meeting or if you have thought about some other ideas, please let your officers know.



BIRTHDAY CORNER

The following members will be celebrating birthdays: 

          February 6 - Patrick Olson
                   9 - Don Carey
                  13 - Donna Miles
                  14 - Velma Anderson
                  17 - Kathy Lain and Josh Mitton
             March 9 - Kathy Kelley
                  12 - Kathy Crooks
                  25 - Nancy Gardner







RECIPE CORNER


APPLE CHEESE PLEASERS

3/4 cup flour
2/3 cup butter, soft
1/3 cup packed brown sugar
1 egg, beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla
½ teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
1½ cup oatmeal
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
¾ cup raisins
1 cup chopped apple

Preheat oven to 375*.

Mix all ingredients together.  Drop by rounded tablespoonfuls on ungreased cookie sheet.  Bake for 15-20 minutes - until golden.  After cooling, store in a tightly closed container in the refrigerator. Makes about 2 dozen cookies. Great as a healthy snack or an on-the-go breakfast.



