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Resolution 02 regarding the failure of the Illinois Department of rehabilitation services to appoint a Director or otherwise respond to the concerns of the blind

WHEREAS, in June of 2013, Bureau of the Blind Director Bettye Odem-Davis retired from that position; and,
WHEREAS, Since that time, the bureau has been informally overseen by Francisco Alverado, a person who was selected without the input or prior knowledge of the Blind Services Planning Council, consumer organizations of the blind, or other important stake holders; and,
WHEREAS, It is therefore not known whether the current acting director has the education, experience or other qualifications to direct the bureau in a colaborative manner; and,
WHEREAS, in the intervening 16 months, our concerns about the Bureau's leadership have been affirmed in that neither its acting director nor DORS Director have been responsive to the Blind Services Planning Council or other stake holders, violating the letter and the spirit of the Bureau of the Blind Act; and,
WHEREAS, the BSPC has received no written reports from the Director of Rehabilitation Services nor the Acting Bureau Chief since November, 2012; and,
Whereas, no candidate was chosen as Bureau Chief by the director of Rehabilitation Services, even though one of the considered candidates received endorsement from the National federation of the Blind of Illinois, the Illinois Association of Blind Merchants, the Illinois Council of the Blind, and the Blind Services Planning Council; and, 
WHEREAS, Without an effective colaborative leader, the BSPC has no way of meeting its responsibility to oversee and advise the Bureau regarding the changing needs and technologies that are integral to effective service delivery, thus resulting in a deterioration of said services;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois, in Convention Assembled, this second day of November, 2014, in the City of Naperville, Illinois; that this organization demand that the DORS Director, the DHS Director, and the Governor expedite the selection of a Bureau Director; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if such cooperation is not immediately forthcoming, that this organization, in colaboration with the BSPC and other organizations representing the interests of the blind, pursue all remedies to insure enforcement of our right to effective services through a strong Bureau of the Blind.

