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NATIONAL FEDERATION

OF THE BLIND

Live the life you want.




 NFBI INTERNSHIP APPLICATION

In addition to our scholarship program, we of the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois, (NFBI), have broadened our commitment to blind students by offering grants for internships.  Note internships may be performed at any time during the Summer or school year.  The committee may approve any number of hours per week for any number of weeks totaling from 160 to 240 hours and paying up to $2,000.
NFBI will sponsor up to two interns to perform meaningful work during the year. Interns can find their own placements or can apply to the program and ask for ideas from  NFBI. 

This program is designed to help blind jobseekers get past the "you have little or no experience" barrier to future employment.  As an intern the blind person can build up a resume in a field of choice,  gaining experience to become competitive in today's marketplace.

All internships should be geared toward ultimate employment goals.  NFBI will fund up to 240 hours in any configuration approved by the committee.  Of course, interns may work more hours if they choose to volunteer or obtain additional funding elsewhere.

Criteria: All internships are awarded on the basis of academics, leadership ability, and service to the community.  To be eligible for any NFBI internship an applicant must be a legally blind resident of or student in Illinois.  Applicants must be enrolled full-time as a junior or senior in high school, or in a regular accredited two-year, four-year, or graduate college or university program.  In addition, non-students who wish to gain work experience as a step toward future employment are encouraged to apply. Winners must commit to attend the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois State Convention in the Fall
To apply: Complete an application. Electronic applications can be obtained at www.nfbofillinois.org or by contacting the chair of the scholarship committee.  Please submit all documents listed on the application via e-mail in MS Word format to: Deborah Kent Stein, Chairman, NFBI Scholarship Committee: dkent5817@att.net.




If e-mail is not possible, send to: Debbie Stein
5817 N. Nina Ave., Chicago, IL 60631



Direct questions to: (773) 203-1394

Deadline: All application materials must be received  at least six weeks before the intern’s start to work date.
General Information: An NFBI Committee reviews all applications and selects the internship finalists, who will be notified of their selection  within four weeks of applying. 
This form may be photocopied.

Name: _________________________

Date of Birth: ________________

(please include any maiden or other names by which you have been known)

School Address: 
____________________________________________________________

School Phone: 
____________________________________________________________

Home Address:
____________________________________________________________

Home Phone:_________________________ cell:_________________________

Email address ___________________________________________________

Please check off the following which apply to you.  If any do not apply to you, you are ineligible for an NFBI internship at this time. 

___ I am legally blind.

___ I am a resident of or attending school in Illinois.

___ I commit to attend the entire National Federation of the Blind of Illinois state convention .

Institution attended and class standing, i.e. Freshman, Sophomore etc. 

Spring








Standing


_______________________________________________________
_______

Fall









Standing

__________ Cumulative GPA

______________________________________________________
________

(Please provide this information by separate letter if you are admitted to your school of choice after submitting your completed application). 

On a separate sheet please provide the following information:

1. All post-secondary institutions you have attended with highest class standing attained and cumulative grade point average,

2. High school attended and cumulative grade point average, and

3. Community Service.

Please attach the following documents to your completed application:

1) Personal Essay. Along with your application, introduce yourself to the committee in a brief essay or self-portrait. Consider the essay an opportunity to tell the committee who you are. Describe your strengths, achievements, and aspirations. What is important to you? Who do you hope to become? Has a particular person or experience changed your life? How has your blindness affected you?  How do you handle it at school, on the job, and in interpersonal relationships?   Include information about your goals for this internship.  Keep in mind that our internships are not awarded based on financial need.
2) One current letter of recommendation.

3) Transcripts. Provide a current transcript from the institution you are attending as well as transcripts from all post-secondary institutions you have attended. If you have not attended an institution of higher learning or have not completed one year of study at such  an institution, provide a high school transcript.


